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LEVEL 
2

A Sports Turf Operative is responsible 
for the maintenance and renovation 
and overall appearance of one 
or more sports turf surfaces in 
accordance with the needs of the 
particular sport. 
It is their job to maintain an appropriate quality 
playing surface that reflects the carrying capacity 
of that surface to ensure that a sustainable playing 
surface is provided.

The career as a Sports Turf Operative can be quite 
varied, potentially working across a wide range of 
different sports and venues, including athletics, bowls, 
cricket, croquet, football, hockey, horse racing, rugby 
league and union, tennis and ranging from general 
parks type sports surfaces up to first-class stadia. 
Working in the outdoor environment is a healthy and 
therapeutic activity, which contributes to the well-
being of employees as well as users of sports surfaces. 
With the vast range of natural or artificial turf pitches 
available, throughout the UK and worldwide, now is 
an excellent time to join this well-established and 
dynamic profession.

 Skills an apprentice will learn
•  Compliance with environmental and health and safety 

legislation and regulations

•  Compliance with policies and procedures – company, 
client, health and safety risk assessments, rules of the 
game from the different Governing Bodies of Sport

•  The identification and correct application of materials, 
tools, equipment and machinery used in maintenance 
and renovation activities

•  Identification and understanding of different grasses, 
soil types, weeds, pests, diseases, turf disorders, artificial 
surfacing material, underlays, infill material, turf and soil 
reinforcement material, line marking materials

•  The principles of photosynthesis, respiration and 
transpiration in the growth and development of plants

•  The impact of weather, ground conditions and usage on 
pitch quality and playing quality

•  The different Performance Quality Standards for a range 
of different sports turf surfaces

•  How to minimise waste and reduce environmental impacts

•  How to monitor, record and report basic grounds 
maintenance findings.

 Qualifications Awarded
• Apprenticeship certificate

• Level 1 and/or level 2 maths and English (if applicable)

 End Point Assessment Content
Written and online test and practical assessment

Did you know?
Upon achievement of this standard  
the apprentice will be eligible to join  
the IOG register of Turf Management 
Professionals

Sports Turf 
Operative

Level: 2   Duration: 18 months   Delivery Models: Block release, employers workplace


